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 John Atlee came into the Religious Society of Friends as a college student and 
conscientious objector in 1940.  He had just moved to Washington from his mother’s home in 
Florida, where he was a member of an Episcopal church, and in the same year he moved again, 
this time to Chicago for further study.  After the bombing of Pearl Harbor he enlisted in the army, 
writing afterward: “I overrode my pacifist feelings and spent four years . . . fighting an evil that I 
felt intellectually could never be defeated by Gandhian pacifism.”  He married fellow-student 
Elinore Rosenbaum in 1944 and fathered two sons (Thomas and Richard).
 On leaving the army Friend John seldom lived in Washington. Later addresses included 
Massachusetts, New York, New Jersey, Vermont, Michigan, Pennsylvania and Ohio.During 
these years he taught and researched his chosen field of economics and worked continuously 
to end war and social injustice.  In 1967-73 he held sojourning status from this Meeting while 
living in New York City working with the draft resistance movement.
 He returned to Washington in 1973 to establish the Institute for Economic Analysis, 
dedicated to promoting his somewhat unorthodox economic theories regarding means to attain 
full employment. He actively opposed all U.S. war efforts and helped produce a film,In the Year 
of the Pig, regarding the Vietnam conflict.  He served on this Meeting’s Peace Committee during 
that time.  In 1998 the couple moved to Brattleboro, Vermont. Ellie was moved to Maine for 
Alzheimer care in 2003 and died in 2008.  He moved to Cambridge, Massachusetts in 2004 to 
be near Harvard and MIT for his work. As his son Richard wrote: “In the end, the world became 
a far more militarized and dangerous place, but not through his lack of trying.”


